
 

 

Teresa Burrola, CEO 
The Merced County Fair 

 

Teresa Burrola has been part of the Merced community for most of her life. Growing up in Sonora, CA, 
Burrola relocated with her family to Merced at the age of 14. She graduated from Merced High School in 
1978 and soon after started working at Farmers Insurance, where she was employed for 19 years. Teresa 
then joined the Merced County Fair family in 1997 and in 2002, was promoted to Business Assistant, a 
position she had for 17 years until being named CEO of the Merced County Fair in January of 2015.  

As CEO, Teresa has led the Fairgrounds to be more fiscally sound, as well as re-energized the annual 
Merced County Fair with new changes to further connect and serve the community. She led the charge to 
update the Fair’s corporate logo in 2017 and has created new community-minded programs like the Mercy 
Medical Center’s “We Care Wednesday” Community Food Drive held in partnership with Merced County 
Food Bank and UC Merced.  She was also fundamental in creating the STREAM-focus Discovering Science 
free exhibit, available to all Fairgoers to enjoy and learn from.  

In her effort to make the Fair even more family-friendly and enjoyable for attendees, she had new lighting 
installed, park benches, flower planters, mural art and umbrellas – all adding to the ambiance of the Fair.  
Also, with the help of grant money from First 5 Merced County, Teresa was able to add the Family Zone, a 
special area for families to feed and change their babies in a more comfortable, air-conditioned space, 
complete with private nursing rooms for mothers – making a family outing to the Fair more convenient!     

These changes have all created a significant impact on overall Fair attendance and experience. In 2016, the 
Fair saw a double-digit increase in attendance to 72,311 people – an attendance level she has managed to 
maintain with a total of 71,201 people attending in 2018, despite conflicts with graduations.  

Teresa vividly recalls the feeling of accomplishment when hearing the attendance totals after the 2016 Fair. 
“It was such an incredible moment. Change is hard for many and there were a lot of changes my first year 
as CEO, things I wanted to see shift, felt needed to shift and the attendance results were the perfect 
validation that the right decision, the right changes were made for the Fair.”  

As CEO, Teresa has also turned her focus to improving year-round rentals, a non-fair revenue source that is 
vital to the Merced County Fair’s operation. This was especially important during cuts to fair funding by the 
State during its economic crisis.  

When asked what makes The Merced County Fair stand out amongst other fair’s Teresa’s instant response, 
“The people! From Fairgoers, exhibitors, employees, directors, Friends of the Fair members one thing is for 
sure – they all love this Fair.  Our employees also have an incredible amount of pride in how facility looks 
and that truly does show to Fair-time and year round fairground attendees.”  
 
In addition to her role as CEO, Teresa is married to Chris Burrola. The couple has two children, daughter, 
Candice, and son, Robert and his wife, Chantel, and their son, Christopher John “C.J.”  


